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The California Public-Safety Radio Association (CPRA), submits

these Comments in response to the Commission's Notice of Inquiry

on Allocation of Spectrum Below 5 GHz Transferred from Federal

Identification

CPRA is the Southern California Chapter of the Associated Public

Safety Communications Officials International Inc. (APeO). The

membership of CPRA represents one the largest APCO chapters and

consists of many governmental agencies, as well as private and

1. CPRA members are aware of developing communications

technologies, can foresee their application to the Public Safety



activities, and can also foresee the need for additional,

appropriate spectrum to implement these new technologies. These

technologies are seen as a means to improve productivity and

better cope with funding constraints.

2. The spectrum allocations made in support of emerging

technologies all appear to be directed towards common carrier

services, with essentially no availability of spectrum for

private systems development such as for Public Safety use. This

concerns CPRA's members, as the membership believe they require

dedicated spectrum which can be controlled and usage prioritized.

The agencies need to direct and set priorities for the

restoration of communications systems in times of disaster and/or

emergency. Southern California has many remote and

lightly-populated areas not adequately serviced by common carrier

systems that require Public Safety Communications Systems.

Dedicated spectrum is needed to satisfy all of these

requirements.

Southern California is plagued with natural and man-made

disasters, including civil disorder, earthquakes, fires, floods,

etc., which make effective, efficient, and reliable Public Safety

communications imperative. Even for day-to-day Public Safety

operations, additional spectrum resources will be required to

support the current and near-future technologies such as the

FBI's NCIC 2000 and the delivery of video and other data signals

from patrol vehicles.



3. The specific allocations proposed do not appear to be

appropriate or usable for wide-area use by the Public Safety

community. The proposed band allocations at 2390-2400 and

2402-2417 MHz appear to be too close to the Industrial,

Scientific and Medical (ISM) allocation at (and about) 2450 MHz,

and there is concern that severe interference will be experienced

by the new services low power operations, which would be

especially devastating to critical Public Safety communications.

The proposed band allocation at 4660-4685 MHz appears to be well

beyond the capabilities for current technology to effectively

utilize these frequencies for the wide-area type of

communications services required by Public Safety agencies, and

it is not known how long the development process for such service

at these frequencies will require.

4. CPRA supports the Coalition of Private Users of Emerging

Multimedia Technologies (C.O.P.E.) in its Petition for Rule

Making for allocation of spectrum for an Advanced Private Land

Mobile Communications Service.

5. In conclusion, CPRA believes that a spectrum allocation for

Advanced Private Land Mobile Communications Services is necessary

and would greatly enhance the development of emerging multimedia

technologies that will be utilized by the Public Safety community

at large. It is also believed that the C.O.P.E. petition

accurately outlines the overall need for this spectrum and the

advantages to the Private Radio community at large.



CPRA urges the Commission and NTIA to allocate appropriate and

usable spectrum sufficient to accommodate Advanced Private Land

Mobile Communications Services, specifically considering the

Public Safety needs of state and local governmental agencies.
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